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New USDA Grant Program to Assist Rural Emergency Responders

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced on July 7th that $100 million is committed for a new USDA First Responder Initiative to support rural emergency responder efforts by prioritizing the financing for needed equipment and services.  

“The Bush Administration is committed to assisting rural communities prepare for emergencies and the delivery of lifesaving services,” Veneman said.  The funds represent a major investment in the lives and security of our citizens and are part of USDA’s ongoing investment in the future of rural communities and their ability to better prepare for emergency situations. 

Veneman said that as part of USDA’s First Responder Initiative, a minimum of one dollar of every five dollars of fiscal year 2004 community facility funding available, will be dedicated to first responder type requests. USDA Rural Development provides financing of a variety of community facilities, such as: libraries, courthouses, fire and rescue facilities and equipment, police and emergency vehicles and services and other community focused facilities and services.  The initiative will prioritize the funding of at least $100 million to specifically strengthen the ability of rural communities to respond to local emergencies.  The following types of projects are emphasized through this initiative: 

	USDA Example 

Rural Emergency Responder Initiative Projects That Support:

	Fire Protection Equipment

	Fire Station

	Fire Trucks

	Rescue and Ambulance Service Equipment

	Emergency Response Training

	Physicians Clinic

	Early Storm Warning System

	County Health Department Office

	Food Distribution Center

	Animal Shelter – Veterinarians

	Education Facilities for Emergency

	Police Station

	Police Cars

	Civil Defense Building

	Hospitals

	Outpatient Care

	Migrant Health Centers

	Communications Center

	Mobil Communications Center


Veneman said that so far $81 million has been obligated to fund 20 fire stations, 24 fire trucks, 8 police cars and other fire and rescue equipment, including $36,500 for a fire truck and ambulance for Minnesota.  In addition, funding will support over 20 health care related efforts such as hospitals and medical centers, as well as nine ambulances.  In total, over 100 first responder applications have been approved for funding.  Funding of selected applicants will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the loan and/or grant agreement.  A list of the individual awards can be found at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/2004/firstresponders2004list.html.

Information on the grant program can be provided by the USDA – Rural Development State Office, (360) 704-7740 or your local USDA office within your region and the points of contact are also listed on the website.

USDA Rural Development 
1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW, Suite B
Olympia, WA 98501-5715
Phone: (360) 704-7740
Fax: (360) 704-7742

USDA Rural Development Grant funding assistance is for the development or improvement of essential community facilities in unincorporated rural areas, and towns and cities of up to 20,000 in population per the 2000 Census.  Grants are authorized on a graduated scale.  Applicants located in small communities with low populations, low incomes, with health and safety issues will score higher and qualify for a higher percentage of grant funding.

Grants are available to public entities such as municipalities, counties, and special-purpose districts, as well as non-profit corporations and tribal governments.  Grant funds may be used to assist in the development, construction and equipment, for essential community facilities for public safety, health and public services areas.  The grants can be combined with the Community Facilities direct and guaranteed loan programs, applicant contributions and loans/grants from other sources.

In most instances, applications that receive grant assistance have a high priority and are highly leveraged (to fill a gap) with other loan or grant funds.  Grant assistance may be available for up to 75% of project costs.  Grant funding limitations are based upon population and income, economic feasibility, and availability of funds.  Applications are prioritized based on the criteria of: a) Serving small communities (5000 or less), b) Serving Low-Income Communities, and c) Providing public safety, healthcare, or public and community services.

Applications are filed with the USDA Rural Development field offices.  Rural Development staff will be glad to discuss a community’s needs and the services available from Rural Development and sister agencies within USDA.  Detailed information and applications for financial assistance are available through the Rural Development State Office.
 

Names of program staff within Washington State can be found through this Internet link http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa/contacts.html

Information on the Washington State USDA Community Facilities Loan & Grant Program is located at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa/cf.htm

Additional information on the Rural Development Facilities Loan and Grant Program is at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/cf/brief_cp_grant.htm#App_Proc
For more information about USDA’s effort in homeland security, visit www.usda.gov/ .

